






































































  According to reports issued by the Pew Hispanic Center, “more than six-in- ten (62%) 
of Latino registered voters say they identify with or lean toward the Democratic Party, while 
one-quarter (25%) say the same for the Republican Party—a Democratic advantage of 37 
percentage points.” According to their surveys this political identification is based largely on the 
beliefs within the Latino community that Democrats are more concerned with traditional 
American concerns: education, jobs, and health care. There surveys also indicated that despite 
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recent concern in the national media over Arizona’s passage of SB1070, which allows state 
police to racially profile citizens who they suspect are illegal aliens, immigration issues rank 
fourth amongst important issues for Latinos. 
 
My research into the issue of Latinos and political party affiliation revealed that there is 
still a lot more research that needs to occur to be able to create an accurate mosaic of what really 
determines Latino party identification. How will an increasing Latino middle-class effect 
political party identification? Does immigration from Latin American countries with oppressive 
regimes have a direct impact on party affiliation? These question and others have yet to be fully 
answered. 
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